
Choosing a College



Learning Targets
✘ Describe the SDOC4E pathways 

✘ Identify things you can do to help you 

prepare for your future TODAY

✘ Identify important factors to you in a 

potential postsecondary school 

✘ Investigate how a college or university 

stacks up to their priorities 

✘ Reflect on why a potential school is a good 

choice to help you achieve your goals
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The four e's

✘ Students are expected to graduate 
with a confirmed plan and knowledge 
of financial aid resources  

✘ Plan relates to a “4E pathway”
✘ Your planning began freshman year 

and will continue through your senior 
year! 
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The four e's

✘ ENROLL: college, university, technical 
school, trade school

✘ ENLIST: military enlistment or military 
reserves

✘ EMPLOY: pursuing a full-time job, 
internship

✘ EXPLORE: study abroad, Peace Corp, 
full-time mission/volunteer service 
work
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Planning for each 

pathway: 

11
th

Grade



The four e's
✘ ENROLL: Ensure SAT/ACT/CLT scores meet 

requirements of schools on your college lists and 
scholarships (Bright Futures)

✘ ENLIST: Take/retake the ASVAB exam – only most 
recent score counts!  Make sure the branch you’re 
interested in offers your career pathway.

✘ EMPLOY: Participate in OTECH Career Fair in April, 
continue to update resume

✘ EXPLORE: Explore field trip opportunities, summer 
enrichment and pre-college programs 6



The four e's
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Here’s what you should be thinking 

about as you set goals and explore 

options for your future.

Find this guide…

✘ On the SDOC College & Career 

website

✘ By asking your School Counselor 

or College & Career Counselor 

for a copy 

✘ By following your district College 

& Career Coordinator on 

Instagram - @mrs.malfara 

https://www.osceolaschools.net/Page/1821
https://www.osceolaschools.net/Page/1821
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You can find local volunteer opportunities and more right 

on your Xello dashboard!



Your College Search

✘ This lesson is to help you make an 
informed decision on whether or not 
college is the right pathway for you 
now or in the future. 
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Applying to Colleges: 

What information do I need? 

✘ Weighted & unweighted GPA & class rank

✘ Family demographics (parent highest level 

of education, income, marital status) 

✘ ACT, SAT, CLT test scores

✘ CTE program certifications

✘ Arts portfolio (visual arts, music, theatre, 

etc)

✘ AP, AICE, Dual Enrollment coursework

✘ Extracurricular activities: internships, 

leadership, sports, volunteer, paid work 

experience

✘ Immersive experiences (social reform 

podcast, leukemia research case study)

✘ Hobbies 



Creating your College List
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1. Open 
CLASSLINK

2. Find and open 
Xello
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Click Get Started. 
(If you see the screen below, you need to save 3 schools!)



How to review your saved options!
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Click Heart icon on top right of screen



Saving 3 Schools

✘ If you can list 3 schools you’re 
interested in, go ahead and save them 

✘ If you’re unsure, follow these steps…
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Click the magnifying glass. 



18

Type University of Central Florida. Then hit enter.
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Click Save. The button will say “Saved” after clicking. 



Repeat those steps…

✘ Technical Education Center – Osceola 
(oTECH/Osceola Technical College) 

✘ Valencia College
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4-Year Schools

✘ Xello has admission requirements for 
most 4-year colleges 

✘ For example, look at UCF’s page. 
Identify the average GPA and test 
scores required for admission under 
Applying. 
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After you have saved your 3 schools, click on Xello on 
the top left of your screen to return to the dashboard
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Click on GET STARTED
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CLICK

Click on GET STARTED
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When you see this screen, you’ve completed the lesson!
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